AT    GRIPS    WITH    MOSCOW

visits to Poland during those first years I witnessed
many a street fight which I shall never forget, and
many battles in the Polish Parliament and Press.
All this was an inevitable part of the up-building
of the new State.

What of to-day? And what of the future? At
this hour of Poland's defeat nothing could be so
heartening as a retrospect on Poland's long history,
and particularly her history over the last century.
Again and again the Polish people have fought,
alone and unaided, against overwhelming odds, no
less heavy than the combined might of Nazi
Germany and Soviet Russia; again and again they
proved to the world that though their bodies could
be defeated by superior force, their spirit and
vitality could never be crushed, and that all Poles,
women as well as men, were always ready to fight
to the death for their national heritage. In 1914-
1918, they played a decisive role in encompassing
the fall of the Tsarist Empire; they will play an
equally decisive role in the fall of the Nazi Empire.